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“The Kintergarten of God.”* 


By WILLIAM WALKER ATKINSON. 


SEE Life as a great school—Man as 
a tiny child, learning his little lessons, 
períorming his little tasks, playing his 

little games, enjoying his little pleasures, 
suffering his little pains, disappoint- 
ments, trials and sorrows. 

I feel that we are in but the kinder- 
garten stage of existence, learning the 
first lessons of Life—fitting ourselves 
for the grander, broader, fuller life in 
store for us. And 1 feel that this little 
kindergarten experience will continue 
until we have learned its lessons well— 
have firmly grasped the principles de- 
signed for our baby minds. And I feel 
that when we have proven our ability to 
weave our little mats—build our little 
blocks—draw our little pictures—mold 
our little clay forms—sing our little 
songs—then, and not until then, will we 
pass into a higher grade, where we will 
spell out the lines of the Primer of Life, 
and acquire the elementary principles of 
Cosmic Mathematics. And 1 feel that 
each little lesson must be learned, thor- 
oughly, before the next step is taken. 
And 1 feel that every one of us must 
perform his own task—must memorize 
his own lesson—before he can gain the 
experience—can profit by the knowledge 
acquired in the performance of the task. 
We may be inspired by some brighter 
pupil—be encouraged by the loving sym- 
pathy of some fellow-scholar, but the 
task is ours to perform, sooner or later 
—and ours is the joy of accomplishment. 

I believe that as some children, even 
whilst fascinated by the game-task of 
the kindergarten, know that it is only 
a childish task and not the real thing of 
life, so may we come to a point, where, 
whilst enjoying the constantly changing 
play of life, we will realize that it is but 
the training for greater things, and im- 
portant only in that sense. The percep- 
tion of this fact by the child need not 
interfere with his interest in the game— 
need not prevent him from feeling the 
joy of doing, creating, working, gaining 
new experiences; nor need it prevent us 
from playi 3 the kindergarten games of 
grown-up life with a zest and interest, 
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not alone because we realize that we are 
learning valuable lessons, but, yea, even 
from the very excitement and joy of the 
game itself. 

When we realize just what this view 
of Lite means, we will find new pleasures 
in everyday life—will learn to laugh 
with childish glee at our little successes 
in molding the clay into the desired 
shape—in the clever weaving of the mat. 
And we will learn to smile, through our 
tears, if our little mat happens to tear 
in two—if our little clay sphere drops to 
the floor and is shattered—if the hour's 
work is destroyed. 

And we will learn our little lesson of 
Love—of Comradeship. We will learn 
by experience that if we lead the narrow, 
selfish life we will miss the joy that 
falls to the lot of those who have learned 
to express more fully the love-nature 
within them—we will find that Love 
begets Love—that the love-nature, ex- 
pressed, attracts to itself the love in the 
hearts of our little playmates. We will 
find that the child who carries within 
him the love for others, and expresses 
that love, need never want for friends 
or companions, need never suffer from 
lonelmess, need never fear being left 
out in the cold. The true Personal 
Magnetism of the child (and the 
grown-up) consists largely of—Love, 
which never fails in ifs drawing power. 
And we will learn, from bitter experi- 
ence, the folly of the idea of separateness 
from our little playmates—will know 
that the standing aport brings nothing 
but sorrow to us. e will realize that 
selfishness brings nothing but pain—that 
giving has its pleasures as well as re- 
ceiving. And we will learn something 
of Brotherhood. and its goodness—we 
will have the True Democracy of the 
kindergarten impressed upon us. These 
lessons (and others) we will learn well, 
before passing On. 

We, like the child, often wonder what 
is the use of it all—fret over our en- 
forced tasks—chafe at the confinement— 
rage at the restrictions, and, failing to 
comprehend it all, indulge in complaints, 
protests, rebellion. And, like the child, 
we cannot expect to understand the why- 
ness of it all, certainly not until we 
pass beyond the ا‎ a stage of 
existence and reach the higher grades. 

When one begins to realize what he is 
—begins to be conscious of the ۲ AM— 
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